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PRAYERS.

MOTION-COLLIE COAL ON RAILWAYS,
TO RESTRICT.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER (East)
moved:

That, in the opinion of this honourable
House, it is necessary to prohibit the use ofa
Collie coal by trains passing through the agri-
cultural districts, within certain limits, during
the months of November, Decenmber, January,
and February;j for by doing so much risk and
heavy loss would be prevented, both to the
Railway Department and the farmers, from
fires being so frequently lighted by sparks
from the trains burning Collie coal.
He said: This is a matter which I am
sure everyone who travels through the
country must admit deserves every con-
sideration. During the present season
there seems to have been little if any
precaution taken to prevent the spread
of fires, and Collie coal seems to be used
on all railways going throug~h agricul-
tural districts, so that every day there is
a probability of bush fires being lighted
by sparks from the locomotives. At
night, when a train is passing through an
agricultural district, one can see not only
sparks of ffi-e but actual lumps of fire
coining from the engines. These sparks
get into the grass and a. fire spreads
rapidly. Therefore the great risk of
fires from the use of this coal can
easily be seen. By the use of Newcastle
coal the risk would be diminished to a
very great degree. I think the settlers
are certainly entitled to this considerit-

tion. If their produce and if their runs
get burnt it will mean less work for the
railways. No doubt the farmers can sue
for damages, but they can never get
proper consideration for the losses they
sustain through bush fires. I have there-
fore brought this motion before the
House, and I hope it will be agreed to,
while I trust that the Government will
see my view of the matter. I can assure
members that little or nothing has been
done to prevent fires occurring. In some
places one can see. at narrow space
cleared alongside the railway line with a
shovel, but no burning off has been
done. There is an immecnse growth of
grass alongside the railway line in
consequence of stock grazing near the
fences; and the grass being more rank
near the railway than otherwise, very
great risk is incurred through sparks, so
that I hope members will not treat the
matter lightly, for it is of serious moment,
and I hope steps will be taken to induce
the Government to discontinue the use of
Collie coal on trains running through
these districts where so much risk is in-
cu-red. I therefore move my motion and
hope it will be supported.

HoN. A. DEMPSTER (East) : I have
much pleasure in seconding the motion.

HON. Z. LANE (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) : I think the mover has not only
been misinformed but misled on this sub-
ject; and I am sure that after he hears
my few remarks he will be willing to
withdraw his motion. It is the same old
stalking--horse that has been stalking
around in another place for several
years, and has been fired out several
times; and I am much surprised to see
that it is brought here again as a second-
rate stalking-horse. We are not here to
dict-ate to the Commissioner of Railways
what fuel he shall use. Should that be
the case, it would not be long before
someone interested in kerosene would
bring in a motion to secure the use of
kerosene only on the railways. I will
endeavour to prove that Collie coal is
not the cause of more fires than
any other coal used in the State. The
coal industry is one that should be
encouraged rather than discouraged,
and I will give reasons for saying so.
It is of as much value at any rate as the
gold industry, and I think it is of great
assistance to the welfare of any State. A
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town has been built on this field, and
8,000 persons are now finding employ-
ment there in this industry. I would
like to ask why 8,000 people should be
thrown out of employment to suit the
whims of other persons who have
opinions with reference to the burning
properties of the coal. The coali industry
is the mainstay of any country, and has
placed Great Britain in the proud position
shte occupies to-day. There is no doubt
that were it not for her coal, she would
not be in her present position. Thousands
of rpounds have been expended in this
industry, and one company alone has
expended over X6.5,000 in the industry in
opening and equipping the mine, and
placing modern appliances, and returns
to the State to-day over £2,000 in rent
and royalties. That in itself is one
reason why the industry should be
encouraged, and giving as it does this
employment to thousands of persons I do
not see why those persons shouild be
thrown out of employet and be added
to the army of the uepoyed, which is
gradually increasiug in this country.
For the information of members I will
quote evidence given by the Commissioner
of Railways in the Arbitration Court as
recently as the 1st December. The Com-
missioner of Railways speaking of the
farming districts said, " We use New-
castle coal only. The Newcastle coal
gives off sparks as well msother coals, and
on other lines we use only 20 per cent. of
Collie and 80 per cent, of Newcastle."
This being so, it is clear that all the
fires on the Albany line are caused
by Newcastle coal. Farther, that all
the fires in the agricultural districts
must be caused by Newcastle coal, for
none but Newcastle coal is used. The
evidence given by" the Commissioner can-
not be doubted. Farther than that, 1
would like to point out that on the Collie
line there are the heaviest grades and
the shortest curves, through fields of
wheat and oats, and Collie coal has been
burned for three years exclusively, and
no fires have occurred in that district..
That is conclusive evidence that Collie
coat does not fire the country. It is a
well-known fact that New South Wales
hats more fires caused by sparks from
engines along the railway line than the
whole of the other States put together.
I would like to ask the hon. member

whether he knows of ainy case in which
Collie coal has been used in New South
Wales or Queensland. I do not think
that any Collie coal has been sent to
New South Wales, and if it had been
sent the men would have refused to dis-
charge it, and it would have led to a
rebellion; it would have been met at the
point of the bayonet, led by the Ministry
of the day, too. There has been more
legislation with regard to the couple of
mines that we have in this country thian
there has been in England for the last
100 years, and all the legislation has
been to retard the id ustry rather than
to assist it. I would like to point out to
th6 lon, member the three items I have
just referred to, and I think I have made
out a fair case for his consideration
before he presses this matter for a
decision. The three main points are
that it is clear from the evidence that
the Collie coal is not being used in the
agnriultural districts he mentions, accord-
in g to the evidence of the Commissioner,
given as lately as the 1st December;
that where Collie coal has been exclu-
sively used on the South-Western line
there have never been any fires; and that
in New South Wales, where more fires
occur than anywhere else in Australia,
no Collie coal has been used. I think
the hon. member, in the face of the
evidence put before us, which is clear
and conclusive, an4 most of which has
been given recently, should withdraw the
motion; if not I shall oppose it.

HoN. 0. A. PIESSE (South-East):
Members of this House will he in
sympathy* with Mr. Dempster in this
matter, and that is about all we can
possibly do. But it is a serious thing as
far as farmers are concerned ;for they
are full of anxiety during all the months
in which fires occur. Every day they
have their heart in their mouth for fear
of the great damage which may be caused
through sparks from these engines. I
think it would be just as well for the
bon. member to move in another dire-
tion-in that of having better guards
along these railways. The guards along
them are very poor indeed, and I have
never seen such miserable ones as those
in existence this season. I do not know
whether it is because the season is later.
Farmers should express their willingness
to the Minister to give permission to the



Collie Coal. [8 DECEMIBER, 1903.] to restrict on Railways. 2491

department to burn into their propert 'y
to the extent of at least another half a
chain ; and we should then hear less of
fires so far as the railways are concerned.
If we had a guard a chain or a chain and
a half, the trouble would be averted. I
am sorry I cannot support. the motion of
the hon. member, and I hope that after
the explanation given by Mr. Lane he
will withdraw it. The question has a
serious side so far as the farmer is con-
cerned; it also has a very serious one as
regards Collie coal.

HoN. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (South):
I think the motion brought forward by
Mr. Dempster is deserving our sym-
patlhy, whilst at the same time we have
to study the industries of the State
generally, and I am therefore afraid that
the motion cannot be supported. Still, as
a frequent visitor to the eastern goldfields,
I saw last year very bad fires along the
Eastern railway from Chidlow's Well to
Grass Val ley, and I am sorry that some-
thing has not been done by the commis-
sion a ppointed by another place in trying1
to sto~p the sparks.

HON. J. W. HACETT: Collie or New-
castle sparks?

HON. T1. F. 0. BEIMAGE: That is
very hard to find out. The only evidence
we have is perhaps what we see when we
ride on a train. Collie coal has, or it
generally biars the name of having, the
largest displa 'y of sparks, whilst the New-
castle coal is generally choked in dust.
That may lie on account of the enormous
amount of smoke that comes from the
Newcastle coal, whilst the Collie coal has
very little smoke. Whilst we should
consider motions of this kind by the
agricultural members, we should also
bear in mind the value of our coal mines;
and I feel certain that in Mr. Dempster
we have a loyal supporter of mining
either in regard to coal or gold, and that
after he has heard the explanation by
Mr. Lane he will withdraw the motion.
I rather i-egret we have not heard from
Mr. Lane in the matter of the briquettes
which we were promised, and which were
supposed to do a good deal to prevent
sparks.

Hors. E. M. CLARKE (South-West):
I think the motion deserves our considera-
tion, and I would like to look at it from
an all-round standpoint. What Mr. Lane

has suggested as to there being no fires
down the South-West, and as to Collie
coal being used exclusively, is absolutely
correct. But there is this astonishing
fact, that down in the southern district
we take very little note of any fire, unless
it comes to our wheat field. We, how-
ever, have fires galore, but they do very
little harm. Indeed, nearly every third
year the country has to be burned. In
the Eastern district if country gets alight
the fire will travel a greater distance in a,
few hours than it would in a month in the
south. Whilst admitting that some fires
do occur-and a great many occur from
sparks from engines -it is unjust to say
that Collie coal is the cause of every fire
that happens. In very many instances
it is not Collie coal or an engine that
creates a fire; but in all probability it is
some Careless smoker or possibly some
malicious person who does it. In the
southern districts the Government are
acting in a very wise way in clearing the
stuff alongside..their line on either side.
That is all very well, but at the same
time the space needs to he four times as
wide as it is. What is really wanted is
that the whole of the two chains of rail-
way resumed land should be burned and
thoroughly cleared; then I think that
would diminish the chances of fires being
caused from the sparks of an engine.
Many and many a time when travelling
at night in a train I have found sparks
fall within a short distance of the engine;
and I have seen country take fire as 1
have been on the Southern Railway and
on the Eastern Railway. One will gene-
rally find the sparks very close., so the
conclusion I came to was that Collie coal
should not be blamed for every fire that
occurs; but precaution should be taken
by burning away all inflammable stuff
on the rail way reserves from one end of
the railway to the other. As I say, in
the southern districts we take very little
notice of a fire, but I know that is the
eastern districts a fire may mean a loss
of many thousands of pounds. I am

*sure the discussion will do some good,
but what I want to convince members of
is that it is unfair that Collie coal should
be blamed for every fire, when possibly
no Collie coal was used on the engine
that created the fire.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
W. Kingsmill): I have but few words to
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say. I hope Mr. Dempster will with-
draw the motion, for I do not think there
is much chance of carrying it. I can
assure him that tbe Railway Department
take every precaution and exercise every
reasonable cAre in the use of Collie coal,
and farthermore that they use every
endeavour to clear a space alongside the
railway. There is a good deal of force
in the argument put forward by hon,
members, more especially by Mr. Lane,
that Collie coal is in many instances
wrongly blamed. I see Mr. Demipster
shakes his head; but I think the evidence
Mr. Lane has brought forward is almost
conclusive in this direction. I can only
assure the hon. member that the officers
of the Railway Department are taking
and will continue to take, not only for
the sake of the department but for the
sake of the settlers, every precaution in'
this matter. It is3 shown by Mr. Lane
that in countries where Collie coal cannot
be used fires are more frequent than in
this country; and I do not think that
the New South Wales coal is more
inflammable than Collie coal. Taking
into consideration the fact that the
Government wish to foster the coal
indlustry, I think Mr. Denmpster should
withdraw his motion. For a long while
past I have not heard of any agitation in
this direction, or of any great amount of
damage having been done by fires, which
'nay, or may not have been caused by
Collie coal. I hope the bon. member
will withdraw, or I regret to say I shall
have to oppose his motion.

H1ON. C. E. DEMPSTER (in reply as
mover): As it is the wish of the House,
II shall withdraw my motion. I have no
desire to do anything to tend to the dis-
advantage of so valuable an industry as
the coal industry, but I certainly thought
that I knew Newcastle coal from Collie
coal, and that thei Railway Deparmnent
were using a great proportion of Collie
coal. It is said that there is no
more risk from- Collie coal than from
Newcastle coal. I am sure that state-
ment is wrong, because Collie coal is of
so light a nature, and because one can
see lots of sparks flying from the loco-
motives at night time. However, as it is
the general wish of the House that I
should withdraw this motion, I shall do
so; but I can assure hon. members that
I had good foundation for bringing it

forward, and I do not think the discus-
sion has done any hann.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION-HABDIT-PROOF FENCE, TO
STOP THE WORK.

HoN. C. E.O EMP STE It (East) moved:
That, in the opinion of this honourable

House, it is necessary in the interests of this
State to stop all farther expenditure by the
Government in the erection of the rabbit-proof
fence now in course of construction, as it is
evident that it will be a fruitless waste of
money; and in lieu thereof that every assist-
ance should be afforded tn settlers to efficiently
fence in their holdings with wire netting,
when and wherever it may be necessary to
prevent the invasion of these pests.
He said: This is another serious subject,
which I think requires careful considera-
tion from members. We all know that a
considerable amount of money has been
spent in the construction of the rabbit-
proof fence which has not been carried
out satisfactorily to the present time, and
that a lot of fencing still remains to be
constructed through country which for
many miles is waste country. I am
informed that there are 200 miles of this
country through which catnels can hardly
travel, and I know that there is a great
deal of difficulty in getting water. We
also know from information that the
rabbits are to the west of the fence, and
that for this reason steps are to he
taken to construct another fence. We
can see what an enormous cost it
will be to the country, and I think
the result will be unsatisfactory. I
am not moving in this matter with any
desire to defeat the aims of the Govern.
mieat in anyV way, but I think con-
scientiously In the interests of the

Pcountry it is not an expenditure that
will be reproductive in any way. It has
not been reproductive in any States which
have had experience of fencing. Private
owners in the other States have had to
protect their own holdings by erecting
rabbit-proof fences and by exercising
constant care in keeping the rabbits out,
and, where the rabbits have got inside,
by poisoning them. By these means
they can protect their lands fenced in in
this way. I think the idea of putting up
a fence, such as is proposed here, from
one side of the continent to the other, is
a mistake. A man will be required to
be in constant attendance for every 10

[COUNCIL,] Rabbit Fmice.
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miles of the fence for it to be* of any I
use whatever; but what a great expense
it would be to the State, the erection of
a fence from Starvation float Harbour
to Kircherley, and what would be the
result ? Before the fence could be com-
pleted the rabbits would be all over the
country and inside the line. To reasion-
able men, therefore, the wisest course
would be to assist all the holders of runs
to properly fence in their lands by the
erection of good rabbit-proof fences. The
value of the properties would be enhanced,
and the runs would be made stock-
proof. They would be protected from
the outside and inside, and stock would
be protected from dogs, while rabbits
could be kept outside the fences. With
this in view, it would be wiser and in the
interests of the Government to reserve all
their powers for those who might he able
to make use of the money in fencing in
their holdings in settled districts.

RON. J. W. HACKETT: What kind of
aesistance would you suggest?

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: By the
Government providing the wire and
giving assistance.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Do not
settlers get that now ?

RON. 0. E. DEMPSTER: They can
get it.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: They have
got it.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: I think
that instead of spending money in con-
nection with this fence it would be better
for the Government to reserve the power
for the purpose which I have suggested.
I hope the motion will meet with favour
at the hands of hon. members, and that
members will see the force of it. My
firm are contemplating the fencing in
of our runs, because we know that they*
are valueless unless they are so fenced in,
and because we know that the fencing in
will protect the stock from dogs, and
that we can, with care and attention, keep
back the rabbits and check their inroads
into our paddocks. This is a very different
thing from expending an enormous
amount of money in building a fence
from Starvation Boat Harbour to the
extreme North. One course is utterly
impossible; the other can be carried out.
If afl the holders and selectors taking up
land from the present time were to fence
in their holdings with good rabbit-proof

fencing and with dog-proof fencing, it
would be a good thing. It is necessary
to have a dog-proof fence from what I
can gather in order to protect the stock
from dogs rather than from rabbits,
because dogs will kill sheep and rabbits
will not. People who have travelled in
the Eastern States say that these main
fences are ineffective, and that the expen-
diture here in this direction will only be
thrown away. Is it wise to go on with
this enormous outlay of money, which
to all appearances will be a perfect waste?
I therefore recommend to members the
careful consideration of my motion, and
I hope it will be carried.

RON. W. MALEY (South-East) : I
cannot go the whole length with the
mover in saying that the rabbit-proof
fence now in course of erection, if properly
constructed, will be of no advantage
to the settlements. In my opinion any
break put in the way of the approaching
army of rabbits will be of some good to
the State as a whole, and to the agri-
culturists in particular. It will become
necessary, as I have previously pointed
out to the Chamber, to erectafence more
in touch with civilisation, where we can
have a. patrol watching the rabbits in
addition to a patrol watching the fence,
and in that connection it may be
necessary to construct rabbit-proof fences
along the railway lines of the State, and
so afford a temporary check at any rate
against the invasion of rabbits. I agree
it is not only the rabbit nuisance we have
to face. We have also the danger that
follows the rabbits - an increasing
number of wild dogs and, as is the case
in South Australia., the introduction of
foxes. I was not surprised to receive by
last mail a South Australian newspaper
from which I learnt that in some of the
southern districts foxes are becoming a
terrible pest. They live on the rabbits to
some extent, but they prefer Iamb to
rabbits, and therefore cornmit great
depredation amongst the flocks. It is
prophesied that these foxes will be a
bigger menace to agriculturists and
pastoralists at some date not far distant
than the wild dogs are at the present
time. I can sympathise with the Govern-
ment in the difficulty they are placed in
with respect to the imperfections of the
fence now partially constructed, and I
hope that in future any money expended
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will be expended with more care. It is
some years now since I drew attention to
the necessity of encouraging agriculturists
to wire-net their holdings against rabbits,
and so make provision against the time to
eomne, for I for one never believed that a
fence constructed anywhere west of Eucla
would be of any permanent value to the
State. I considered it would be merely
a temporary check. I believe it will
be a very good plan for the Govern-
ment to select a certain number of
gentlemen inte-ested in agriculture as
a committee or commission to make in-
quiry into the best method of dealing
with the rabbits inside our border.
Nothing has yet been done in the matter
so far. Certainly a commission was
appointed to deal with the approaching
invasion near our borders, but the diffi-
culty is now that the rabbits are inside.
It will be too late to wait until they are
at Northamn, Katanning, Bunbury' , or
elsewhere. It is now time to move in
the matter, and it behoves the Govern-
ment not to neglect this warning which
comes from one interested in agriculture
and possessing a. considorable knowledge
in agricultural matters, and not to scorn
a suggestion thrown out to them, ]n take
up. Had the Government made regula-
tions in connection with our Land Regu-
lations, giving certain advantages to the
new settlers who came along to take up
land, I believe that scores of thousands
of our acres would have been fenced
within the last two years against the
iuvasion of rabbits, it wvas said on the
floor of this House that, if such encourage-
ment were given and if the freeholder
obtained a cheap method of enclosing his
land with the rabbit-proof fence, the fence
would be removed, and that it would lead
to the exploitation of the country and to
the annexation of large areas by some
monopolists. That will not bold water. I
think that the Government, instead of
taking such extraordinary views in the
matter, should deal with thie question first
of all by appointing a committee to advise
them on the subject, and then following up
the best suggestions made by that com-
mittee, by people outside, or by their own
knowledge. I hope the* G overnment will
see fit to accept what underlies Mr.
Dempster's motion, and that is a sugges-
tion to make some statement as to how
they intend to do this; then I think it

will not be necessary to pass the motion
before the House.

Sin. E. H. WITTENQOM (North):
Whilst I think every credit is due to Mr.
Dempster for bringing up this matter, I
am of opinion it would be very dangerous
indeed if we adopted a motion of this
nature, interfering with the department
which has the control of this rabbit busi-
ness. We should be at once taking away
everything from their hands, every respon-
sibility, and if we were to attempt to
force them to any particular line of action
thbey could immediately turn round in the
future and say "We were carrying out
the wishes of the Legislative Council." I
think the department which has this
question of rabbits in hand ought to be
in a better position than anyone else to
find out the best method of dealing with
them. If they cannot do it, I do not
think individual opinions are of much
good, and if they do not do it thoroughly
they, are not fit to control the question. I
am not going to say the work has been
thoroughly' done in the past, but we hope
from the great attention that has been
paid to the subject lately that greater
exertions will be made in the future to try
and cope with this pest. I think the
motion will have done good in drawing
attention to the subject, but it would be
unwise to attempt to dictate to the
department dealing with this subject.

fox. 0. A. PIESSE (South-East):
Though not desiring to labour this ques-
tion, I would like to draw attention to the
possibility of millions and millions of
tamnma infesting the country between the
Great Southern Railway or any of these
railways and the fence. The rabbits are
comi in a body, and the tanima will be
driven up by the rabbits. As the rabbits
come on they will rob the tanmma of their
food, and the tamnia will come into the
settled portions of the country. That
has been the experience of the other
States. We know that tamina exist in
millions to-day, and I think under these
circumstances it would be very unwise
indeed to interfere with the erection of a
second fence, if necessary, or the com-
pletion of the present fence. If the hon.
member will withdraw the motion and
leave the matter to the Government of
the day who, I am convinced, fully
realise the danger, the Government will
probably take the best means of meeting
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the difficulty. I hope the hon. member
will withdraw the motion..

HON. G. BELLINGHAM (South): I
am glad Mr. Demnpster has brought
forward this motion, because it means
ventilating what will be one of the most
serious pests of Western Australia. I
understand that last week or the week
before the Government sent out three
survey parties to survey the line of fence,
starting from floodlakine, a station on
the Eastern Railway line, and working
southwards and northwards. This survey
will take from four to six months to
complete. I had a talk with experts who
have gone out in charge of this party.
I do not know whether the Minister for
Lands has considered the matter, but
what I would try to impress upon the
Government is that they should carry on
the survey and construction of the rabbit
fence simultaneously, which would be the
means of saving a lot of time. The
rabbits are now steadily working down
the goldfields railway line, and starting
from there and having the survey and
construction from that point north
and south may possibly be the means of

stping the great invasion of rabbits
which is going on at the present
time, and also saving a considerable
amount of time to the Government. If
that is not done, by the time this survey
is completed and tenders called for and
accepted for the construction of the fence
it will be necessary to send survey parties
out again, probably some 20 or 50 miles
this side of the present survey. I1 think
that is a matter well worthy of notice by
the present Government and the Minister
for Lands, who has charge of this depart-
ment, if he has not already considered it.
I spoke to the Surveyor General about it,
and two of the surveyors who are going
out in charge of this survey, and I think
it will be the means of stopping to a very
great extent the invasion. Construction
has been dealt with previously, not in
regoard to the rabbit fence, but telegraphic
lines in this State. 1 believe the survey
from Coolgardie to Southern Cross and
the construction of a telegraph line there
took place simultaneously; also survey
and construction of a telegraph line
somewhere up in the northern parts of
the State. With regard to Mr. Demp-
ster's motion I am not in a position to
say whether it is advisable that this

fence should be constructed, but if it is
to be constructed let it be done as fast as
possible.

On motion by the COLONqIAL SECRE-
TARY, debate adjourned.

ABSENCE OF MEMBER, TO
DISQUALIFY.

THE: PRESIDENT: Before proceed-
ing to the Orders of the Day, I have to
report to this honurable House that
from the minutes of the proceedings it
appears that the last attendance of the
Hon. W. G. Brooknian in this House
was on Tuesda,'Y, the 29th September,
1903. The House met again for the
despatch of business on 6th October, 1903.
From thatcdate to this that hon. mem-
ber has not attended the sittings of this
House. The 39th Section of the amended
Constitution Act, assented to by Her
late Majesty on the 18th May, 1900, pro-
vides that if any' member fails to give his
attendance in the Legislative Council
or in the Legislative Assembly, as the
case may be, for two consecutive months
of an *y session thereof without the per-
mission of the said Council or Assembly,
as the case may be, entered upon its
journals, he ceases to be a member of the
House. I have made inquiries, and I find
that the Hon. W. G. flrookman left this
State on the 29th October, as a passenger
bytheNord-Deultscher-Lloyd mailsteamer
"Karlsruhe." I now make the formal
intimation to the House.

THE COLJONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsrnill): That intimation
havig been made, it appears to me there
Is nothing left for me, to do but to move
that the consideration of declaring vacant
the seat of the Hon. W. G. Brook man be
made an order for to-morrow.

Question passed, and order made for
the next sitting.

ELECTORAL BILL.
THIRD READING.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) : When these Bills
were introduced, he signified his inten-
tion, and he believed it was the wish of
the House, that they should be continued
stage by stage. Since that announce-
ment, however, certain alterations and
amendments had been made which prac-
tically cut off this Bill from association
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with the other B~ills. By taking away
from this Bill the qualifications relating
to electors, the last tie which bound this
measure to the other~ills was removed.
He still recognised the existence of the
promise he gave, but in order to facilitate
business he asked members to relieve him
of the obligatiou, for he desired that the
Electoral Bill should now be read a third
time in order that it might at the earliest
possible date come before the other
Chamber, which he hoped would presently
be running short of work.

How. J. W. HACKETT (South-West):
As the hon. gentleman had pointed out,
this Bill had been deprived of one of its
leading features-the only feature almost
which would make it a leading measure
in the question of constitutional reform-
by the removal of the clauses dealing with
the qualifications of electors and their
reinstatement in the Constitution Bill.
Under the circumstances the only two'matters of any importance which would
have to be considered were really not of
a vital character. The two amendments
were the change of the mode of voting
from the Government proposal by retain-
ing the system of striking out the name
instead of putting a cross, and raising
the sum of money candidates for this
Chamber might spend during an election
from £2200 to X500. These were matters
of quite minor importance, and if the
hon. gentleman would understand that
his obligations with regard to the Consti-
tution Act not only remained hut would
be pressed by this House-

THrE COLONIAL SECRETARY already
bad shown recognition of the obligations
by postponing the question.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: What he
meant was that the House would be pre-
pared to press the matter.

Tnn COLONAL SECRETARY: There was
no need to press him to keep an obliga-
tion.

HON. 5. W. HACKETT: Well, in
another way we would not be willing to
give way upon the point until the Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill was finally dis-
posed of. The House was firm in that
view, but for the rest the House could
very well allow this Bill to be returned
to the House from which it came, in order
that these clauses of a more or less
machinery character could be disposed of.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and returned
with amendments to the Legislative
Assembly.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message received from the Governor,

notifying assent to the Bread Act Amend-
ment Bill and the Supreme Court Act
Amendment Bill.

KATANNING ELECTRIC LIGHTING AND
POWER BILL (PRIVATE).

SECOND READING.

BON. G. ltANDELI, (M~etropolitan),
in moving the second reading, said: I
have been requested to take charge of
this measure on behalf of the Hon. F. H.
Piesse, who is the person interested. I
draw attention to the fact that the Bill
has complied with the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Assembly, and has
been considered by a select committee
consisting of five mem bers of that House,
who reported on it favourably. I under-
standthatthe chairman of that select com-
mittee recommended to the Lower House
that members could safely pass the Bill
as far as its clauses were concerned, and
so far as the powers granted under the Bill
were concerned]. I think the machinery
clauses are very much like those that pre-
vail in measures of this sort-for instance
the Perth Gas Company's Act and the
Fremantle Gas Company's Act. They
provide protection to the local authority
for its roads being broken up by the
undertaker, as he is called here. I hope
there is nothing ominous in the name.
It is provided that the undertaker shalt
not do so unless he is under the superin-
tendence of the local authority, and pro-
vision is made that he shall restore the
streets to a proper condition after com1-
pleting the work. The Katanning local
authority is a6 roads board, and provision
is made by which thme undertak~er Can
enter into an engagement with the roads
board. If it had been a municipality the
case wou~d have been different. The
only course was to come to Parliament so
that the undertaking might be embodied
in the Bill. So far as I can see, there is
every provision to protect the public, and
also to protect the undertaker and his
works from injury; and the Bill pro-
vides for the licensing of plumbers and
engineers, and has all the other pro-
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visions usually ineloded in a Bill of this
description. The rights of the Crown are
also protected, and by Clause 35 it is
provided that it shall be deemed to he a
pubylic Act and that notice shall be taken
of it as such by the courts in the State of
Western Australia. I do not think mnem-
bets desire mue to go at any length into
the merits of this Bill. I believe they
will all be Favourable to the measure,
which provides a very usefuil work for the
town of Katanuning. I presume that I
am right in assuming that, if the town at
some f uture date becomes a municipality,
the rights and privileges afforded under
the Bill will continue in force. I have
also to mention, and it is an important
fact, that the Bill has the hearty and
unanimo-us concurrence of the local
authority. As far as my menmory serves
me in Bills like this, when it is shiown
that local authorities are in favour of
proposed measures, the fact has a great
influence on the minds of members
who, unless there are some very peculiar
or particular circumstances about the
-measures, give themi the authority of
law. I do not think there is anything
else particularly in the Bill, exc-ept that
the local authority may compulsorily
purchase in 21 years' time under certain
terms and conditions, that the undertaker
may also be required by the local authority
to alter his works, and that he may be
instructed to put his wires underground
if it is thought necessary. There is no
power not given which, so far as I can
see, it is desirable for the local authorityv
to have. I maty also mention that it is
not a monopoly. This is an important
feature of the Eill. It may be desirable
at some future time that somue other
person can come along and erect works
under similar powers and that he can get
them. I move that the Bill lie read a
second. time.

HoN. W. MATLEY (South-East): I
know Katanning fairly well. I do not
know that the hon. member in charge of
the Bill has any ktiowledge of the place.
I think that Mr. Piesse, who is called the
undertaker in this Bill, is undertaking
something about whichi there is a certain
amount of risk, hut which will no doubt
be of considerable benaefit to the com-
munity. The town of Katanning of
Course is governed, as we all know, by a
roads board, but as developments pro-

ceed in the course of time I think at a
very early date a municipality will be
wanted. In view of that fact; i would
certainly oppose the measuie if this Bill
sought to grant a monopoly to Mr. riesse;
hu t as I see that no such m~onop oly is pro-
posed and that, as the hon. member has
said, it is open for any other person to
instal electric light by getting a Bill
passed through this Rouse in the same
way as the undertaker has done in this
case, I do not oppose it. I saw some of
the machinery already delivered lying at
Katanning, and I believe it will be erected
almost immediately. It seems to be
machinery of a high class order which
will, I think, he quite sufficient to supply
the town with light and power for a very
long time to come. I have discussed
with a number of local residents the
merits and demerits of this Bill, and
although they did not agree with every-
th ing the Bill contains, still I am assured.
by prowminent men in the town that there
is nothing to which they can take any
exception, and that they are very pleased
that the undertaker has taken this step
to let light into K~atanning. I have much
pleasure in supporting the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

KALGOORLIE TRAMWAYS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SECOND RUEADING.

Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY, in
moving the second reading, said : This is
a Bill to conifirmi a provisional order
which has been made with regard to the
duplication of certain parts of the tram-
way now existing in the municipality of
Ralgoorlie. The local authorities are
extremely desirous that the Bill shall be
passed through as quickly as possible, in
order that the work may be at once under-
taken. Examinations of the parts of the
tramline affected have been made by
engineers of the Public Works Depart-
ment, and the usual provisions have been
made for the safety of the public. I
would impress upon members that all the
local authorities concerned have expressed

Katanni-nq Li9h1iyqj.
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the greatest possible wish that this Bill
shall become law as quickly as possible.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a -second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses I to 5-agreed to.
Schedule:
HoN. W. T. LOTON: It seemed un-

fortunate that a tramway line had been
laid down in an important place like
Kalgoorlie, and that a few chains should
be taken up and removed from the centre
of the main street. It bad been in
existence only some twelve months,
and when the promoters of this line
desired to lay the line in this parti-
cular -position they had presumably an
idea they would command a certain
amount of traffic. 'He thought the time
which had passed was scarcely sufficient
to warrant even the local authorities in
deciding to remove that portion. He did
not oppose this, but he supposed it had
been done to Save the tramway comnpany
a little expense. [Mnrnun: Abot
£2800.] Even if he were a shareholder in
the company he would not be in favou r
of undoing a, work like this when once it
had been done.

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
dealing with these matters, the Govern-
ment had to be advised by two sets of
advisers, the first and principal being
those representatives who in a large town
like Kalgoorlie were elected by the voice
of the residents and the ratepavers to
decide the destinies of the tow n and
govern the municipality. That munici-
pality had decided in favour of the course
Of action laid down in the measure we
were now considering. Again, the Gov'-
erment engineers had come in, in a
subsidiary manner, to testify as to the
safety of the line which it was proposed
to lay down, and they had done so in the
fullest possible degree. Under such cir-
cumstances, as long as the principle of
local self-government obtained in this
State, the Government would be bound to
take the advice of a local authority,
especially a local authority possessinig
such a standing as the Kalgoorlie Coun-
cii.

HoNs. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: The idea
of the Bill was to have a double Line from
Kaigoorlie to the racecourse. That
would be a very good tbing for Kalgoor-

lie, but the tramway which it was pro-
posed to pull up was in the very heart of
the town. There were ten quarter acre
blocks fronting the portion of line which
it was proposed to pull up, each block
being 66 feet, gi vin g a total length of 220
yards, and he thought the value of the
rails would not amount to .9600 or £700
for that short distance. It would lie
disastrous to business for those rails to be
pulled up in the heart of the town. It
would be exactly the same as pulling up
the rails in Hay Street between Barrack
Street arid Willia m-street. He moved
that the name " Maritana" be struck out
of paragraph 1, and "1Porter" inserted in
lieu.

How. A. 0. JENKINS hoped the
amendment would not be passed. The
Bill had been before the Kalgoorlie
Municipal Council, which was supposed
to have the interest of Kalgoorlie at heart;
and the council had decided that it was
in the best interests of the town. There
was no outcry on the part of property
hold ers, who might be affected. He could
not see how they could be affected,
because this was practically the terminus
of the line. There was no outcry against
the Bill, and if there was any feeling
against it the members for the province
affected would have heard of it. The
Kalgoorlie Municipal Council having
supported the Bill the House would be
doing wrong in accepting the amendment.

THE COLONLT SECRETARY:.
There were other reasons why the House
should hesitate before altering the pro-
visional order. Under the section which
regulated an application to build a tram-
way it was provided that the schedule
should be advertised, and that any rate-
payer of a local authority might object,
his objection being heard before the local
authority. These provisions had been
complied with, and no ratepayer had
apparently entered an objection. If a
rate payer had entered an objection the
local authority was altogether in favour
of the Bill, so that any objection must
have been held to be frivolous. There
was still another reason why the Com-
mittee should not interfere with the
schedule. The schedule must pass through
in (olo or not at all. Should it be altered,
proceedings would have to b(, taken with
regard to advertising and with regard to
the con sideratiou of the schedule by the

[COUNCIL.] Bill, in Committee.
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council all over again, so that the exci-
sion or alteration of words in the schedule.
practically meant the loss of the Bill, it
being too late in the session now for the
Bill to come back again. The time for
appeal was past. The tribunal upon
which the Government relied for advice-
the Ealgoorlie Municipal Council-was
in favour of the Bill, and it was due to
the position of the council of an impor-
tant town that the Government should
he guided by the council's advice in this
matter.

HON. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: While
desiring the duplication of the tramway
to the racecourse, he did not desire to see
Hannans Street pulled about. However,
as the Minister assured him there was a
danger of losing the Bill, he would with-
draw his amendment.

Amendment withdrawn, and the sche-
dule passed.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

REDISTRIB-UTION OF SE&TB BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from 3rd December.
Second Schedule (Assembly Electoral

Districts)
Albany, Bal1katta, Beverley, Boulder,

Bunbury, Katanning, Claremont, and
Collie Electoral Districts- agreed to.

Coolgardie Electoral District:
HoN. J. T. GLO WHEY moved that

the description of the district be struck
out and the old boundaries inserted in
lieu.

Tuu COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
bon. member should have put his amend-
ment on the Notice Paper.

How. J. T. GTJOWREY would move
the amendment on recommittal.

Amendment by leave withdrawn, atnd
the district agreed to.

Cue, Dundas, Forrest, Fremantle, East
Fremantle, North Fremuantle, and South
Fremantle Electoral Districts- agreed to.

Gascoyvne Electoral District:
HON. J. M. DREW moved that the

description of the district be struck
out, with a view to inserting in lieu
an amended description as in the
Notice Paper. [Amended description
would reduce thec Gascoyne Electoral
District, for the purpose of creating

an additional northerni electorate for
Northampton district]j He said the
Bill served to remind him that the.North
was again to be offered up as a victim on
the altar of redistribution. In the last
allotment of seats the North lost three
seats-Ashburton, Yalgoc, and DeGrey.
Now it was to lose two seats within the
narrow confines of the Victoria Dis-
trict. He thought that the time had coinse
for a redistribution of seats, and be was
prepared to admit both from the stand-
paint of population and interests that the
Eastern Goldields deserved and were
entitled to mior e representation. How-
ever, he thought the Governmant should
hesitate before making the districts remote
from the capital bear the whole of the
burden of redistribution. The North
was to lose two seats and Albany one seat.
Two of these seats went. to the Eastern
Goldflelds and one to the Katanning dis-
trict. Of the concession to the goldflelds
he had nothing to say, for it was defen-
sible on every ground of reason and
justice ; but the case of Katanning
seemed entirety different. There was no
just ground for doing away with a dis-
trict in the North to give it to the districts
on the Great Southern Railway.

THE CHAIRMAN: Was the hon. member
discussing the Gascoyne electorate?

HoN. J. Al. DRfEW: The Gascoyne
amendment was mnerely a formal one,
leading up to another amendment, be-
cause there would have to be an alteration
to the Gascoyne electorate if the later
amendment to reinsert Northampton were
adopted. The Government proposed to
give Katanning neighbourhood an addi-
tional member.

HoN. J. W. HACwsr:T The number
of electorates for that district remained
the same as before.

HoN. J. M. DREW: There would be
a representative for Katanning and one
for the Williams. Certainly lantagenet
district had been wiped out. Katanning
district received two members. That
district had benefited to the extent of
£1,1 50,000 spent in purchasing the Great
Southern Railway, all the lands in the
district being then thrown open to settle-
ment, and the district being boomed for
all it was worth by the Government.
Again £27,676 was loaned to the people
of that part of the State by the Agri-
cultural Bank. According to the May
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returns, it would be Been that there were
1,074 voters on the roll for that district.
The Victoria district had suffered from
the Midland Railway, the whole of the
Midland Railway Company's lands being
locked up so that people were unable to
settle on them. The railway not having
been purchased by a paternal Govern-
ment, the lands could be taken up only
by large selectors, and the population of
the district 'had not progressed in the
ratio of increase in the southern district.
The land around Geraldton ever since the
district was settled was practically un-
available, until about two years ao.
Since then the land had been thrown
open and there was every prospect that
the population of the district would
within a, few years increase to a rapid
extent. In addition to that, we found
that £130,000 had been spent in the re-
purchase of estates in the southern
districts, and £140,000 had been lent by
the Agricultural Bank in the southern
districts, whereas the amount splent in
the Victoria district in the repurchase of
estates was only £9,000, and that was
not spent until about three months ago.
The amount lent by the Agricultural
Bank in the Victoria district was, 18
months ago only £1,250, that being
divided between Geraldton, Greenough,
Chapman, Northampton, and Irwin. Was
it any wondor that the population had
not increased under such circumstances,
and was it fair that because their popu-
lation had not increased they should be
called upon to suffer a loss in their
political representation? In the repre-
sentation of constituencies in the Legis-
lative Council interests should receive
due consideration, and he would try to
convinc;e members that the interests of
the North were certainly worth conserv-
ing. By the North he meant the whole
of the country north of the Irwin River.
He had a list of the exports from that
part for the year 1900, and he had been
unable to obtain returns hearing on a
later date. He had only taken eight
articles, but there were others. In the
year 1900 the value of the gold exported
was £852,160; wool, X210,067; pearl
shell, £86,513; pearls, £20,000; copper,
£30,146; guano, £27,527; sandalwood,
approximately, £13,000; skins and hides,
approximately, £20,000. It must not
be forgotten, moreover, that many

Iarticles were taken from the north
Ito Fremantle, and Fremantle got the
credit; but even with those eight
articles we found that the exports for
the year 1900 amounted in value to
£1,239,418, or one-fifth of Western Aus-
tralia's total exports. Leaving gold out,
the north supplied one-h alf of the exports
of Western Australia, namely, £387,253
out of £884,444. Our goldfields were
rapidly increasing in that direction. Last
year the total product of gold from tho
Murchison goldfield was £1,300,000. If
there was to he a redistribution of seats
his province was quite prepatred to bear
its fair share of the burden, but it
objected to carry two-thirds of the
burden. Why should two members be
taken from the Victoria District, when
we had Nelson with a l)opulation of 525
voters, Beverley with 661, and Sussex
with 862, this being a district, too, con-
sistently spoon-fed by. the Government?
If the Government were just, they would
at least take one member from some of
those districts. He gave the Govern-
ment every credit for endeavouring to
foster the industries of their district to
every possible extent. During the last
14 months there were applications. received
at the Geraldton office f or 21,39 7 acres of
conditional purchase land under Section
55; 17,006 acres under Section 56;
74,168 acres of grazing lease, and 3,960
of homestead lease, or a total of 116,526
acres of laud which would be ultimately
converted into freehold. Besides this
1,200,000 acnres of pastoral lease had
been alienated. The Mount Erin estate
had been lately surveyed, isnd would he
thrown open within a, few months, and
would be settled by a6 large population.
The Government, moreover, mighit see
their way to repurchase other estates in
the district, which would increase popula-
tion, and indications were not wanting
that the Midland Compauv might before
long get rid of their concession to the
Government at a satisfactory price. Let
members take awa~y one member from the
district if they would, but not two, for if
they did their time would certainly come
before long. The effect of the amend-
ment would be to reinstate the old Mur-
chison constituency, which was called
Northampton.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: How many
voters had the old Murehison ?

[COUNCIL.] in committee.
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How. J. M. DREW: About 200 more
than there were at Nelson.

HON. 3. W. HACKETT:, No ; the
numbers were about equal.

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY sup-
ported the schedule as it stood, iem hors
should look at the question from a some-
what wider aspect than that stated by
the mover of the amendmaent. We
wished to give the fullest and fairest
representation to interests, and had
endeavoured to make that the basis of
the schedule. It did not appear fromt
the remarks of the hon. member that his
district would in any way suffer. Most
probably the hon. member depended on
support by his colleagues representing
the agricultural industry. We had ample
representation for the agricultural indus-
try. As to the metropolitan representa-
tion in this Chamber, it would be no
larger than under the present system.
The Government hid endeavoured to
give representation to the most flourish-
ing parts of the agricultural portion of
the State. Presumably the bon. member
could not combat the assertion that the
country along the Great Southern Rail-
way bad gone ahead from one reason and
another; partly, he thought the hbon.
member must admit, from its superior
and intrinsic value. [How. J. NW. DREW:
Not at all.] He hoped the amendment
would not be carried.

SIR E. H3. WITTENOOM: Mr. Drew
had made a sound case. Members wished
to know why the Victoria District should
be robbed of two members instead of one.
They were quite willing to let the Irwin
go, not perhaps on accounut of the number
of voters, but because its interests were
mixed. The favoured South seemed to
have everything given to it. He and
those who thought with him were of
opinion that we might eliminate the dis-
trict of Katanmning and put in the
Northampton electoral district.

Hoif. J. W. HACKETT: And] give the
South only two.

S.mE E. 'f. WITTENOOM: Only two.
They got everything in the South. The
South had had the nursing of the Govern-
ment, all through. Northampton was
pastoral and agricultural together, and
the South could not show anything like
the same pastoral results. There had
not been the opportunity of going on the
land in the northern portion owing to its

having been locked up in large ares, hut
the Cabinet had now begun to recognise
that the policy which had been so suc-
cessful in the South might be so in the
North -with equally good results.

At. 6-30 the CHAIMmAN left the Chair.
At 7'30 Chair resumed.

HoN. C. A. PIESSE:. Not having
heard the whole of the remarks of Mr.
Drew, he understood the hon. member
was dealing with the question of striking
out the Katanning electoral district.

Ror. 3. M. DR~w: It practically
amounted to that.

HoN. 0. A. PIE SSE : It was said
that the districts along the Great
Southern Railway had practically been
spoon-fed, and that this accounted to a
very great extent for the progress of that
part of the State. This was a very unfair
statement. The lion. member knew why
the northern portion of the State had not
developed to the extent it should have
done. It was because the Government
had not seen their way cleai to purchase
the Mid land Railway Company's railway
and lands. If any place in Western
Australia sympathised with the people
along the Midland Railway it was the
district from Beverley to Albany. People
in this latter district knew what it was
to be under the thumb of the English
investor, and it was not long ago that
they themselves carried on under a.
similar burden anti felt the inconvenience,
annoyance, and loss of it. That state of
affairs nearly ruined the firm with which
he was connected. The district was
going down until the Government bought
the Great Southern Railway Company's
railway and lands, and to-day' we found
in the district a most progressive people,
second to none in this State in iegard to
progress. The pick of rho men from
other States were to bie found in the
district, which would still go on pro-
gressing, and would be in the matter
of progress two to one better in a,
few years to come. The people in that
district, however, were not wrapped up in
selfishness, and they were sorry for the
people in the north and considered that the
same privilege should be extended to
them in the matter of the purchase of
the railway line. It was the energy of
the people along the Great Southern
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Rtailway and the opportunity afforded to
them by the purchase of the railway,
that made the district so prosperous.
Should the Midland Railway be purchased
a similar prosperity would arise in the
north, but Mr. Drew should not attempt
to rob the people along the Great
Southern Railway of the representation
they deserved.

How. J. MW. Duw: Districts in the
South received another representative at
the expense of the North.

HoN. C. A. PIESSE: The southern
districts did not get an extra member.
For some reason the Plantagenet district
had been struck out, although there were
1,300 voters in the electorate. Probably
it was felt by members in another place
that it would be better to take a portion
of Plantagenet and a portion of the
Williams to make a, new province, but
now the hon. gentlemani wanted to strike
out this new district of 1,850 voters. It
was understood tbis House practically
declared it would not interfere with the
electoral districts of the Assembly, and
that we should rest on our oars.

How. J. M. Datsw: That was a
revelation.

Sip E. H. WrTsNOOx: This, was not
"another place."

How C. A. PIESSE:- The hon. mnem-
ber who interjected had congratulated
Mr. Drew on his speech, but was not
present when it was made, which showed
how things were cut-and-dried. If the
southern districts were robbed of a mem-
ber, the country f rom Pingelly to Albany
would be all onie electorate. The Rouse
could not reconcile itself to anything of
the kind, for there were thousands of
electors in that district waiting to get on
the rolls. These were not prospective
electors, but people on the spot. New
settlement was going on in this district,
and there must be thousands of electors
waiting to get on the rolls. Should tbe
amendment be carried, it would dis-
franchise one of the most promising
localities in the State. He could under-
stand the striking out of Katanuing to
reinsert Plantagenet, but Mr. Drew
seemed to go on the principle that two
wrongs made a right, and he made a
mouth about the Nelson electorate having
only 600 voters, yet said nothing
about Gireenough with its 527 voters.
Taking Greenougb with 527, Irwin with

250, and Murchison with 527 votes, we
had a total of only one or two more than
there were in the Plantageuet District.
which was now struck out, yet the hon.
member sought to strike out another dis-
trict which in the course of redistribution
was appointed to take its~ place. 'The
hon. member desired that to be done in
order that another district should replace
it. If those in the Katanning District
had taken advantage of their opportuni-
ties, was that any reason why people
sh ould be jealo u s? Som e reference had,
he believed, been made to the Agricul-
tural Banik. It was a mnistake to think
that Bank was doing anything like the
good it took credit for. What it did was
this:, A settler came to the ground, and
having put little capital, or big capital,
as the case might be, into it, he reached a
certain stage. There were many people
in the district who would possibly assist
him, believing in the man and the dis-
trict, hut when they could not do so any
longer this man, finding that be had to
meet a big expense, then went to the
Agricultural Bank; and not before then
did he do so. The amendment was most
idiotic. We had a fine district with 200
miles of railway, with immense settlement
on either side, yet there was a proposal
to disfranchise those people, and give
themn one imber only.

How. W. MALEY: Mr. Drew had
delivered a very able speech, but his re-
marks were not sound. He (Mr. Maley)
owned some land adjoining Geraldton,and
had dlone so for man' vyears. He stated
this in contradiction to the assertion that
the land bh only recently been thrown
open for selection. He was not spiecially
favoured. With regard to the character
of the land, he took a trip to Qeraldton to
see what it was like, and made inquiries as
to the success or otherwise ('f horticulture
and agriculture. Hie visited a smiall
orchard, as it was called, and decided
not to enter upon any enterprise until
some farther development and proof of
the fertility of the soil had taken place.
Northampton was favoured before most
of the agrric-ultural districts of the State,
and particularly before the Great Southern
District, in that it had a railIway to convey
all its produce to Geraldton for shipment
to other parts of the world. Unfortu-
nately for Northampton, the people did
not grow enough even to swell the export

[COUNCTL.1 in Committee.



.Redistrilndion Bill: [8 DECEMBER, 1903.] in Committee. 2503

that had been'referred to by the hon.
member. Ile did not think members
could take it seriously that the Great
Southern District had had any special
advantages over any other portion of the
State. He met in that district the Hon.
F. H. Piesse at a time when there was no
railway, and he could not single out any
personality in the Geraldton or North-
ampton district who had helped to
develop the agricultural resources of the
State to such an extent as had the gentle-
manhe had named. To-day, for 20 miles
on either side of the Great Southern
Railway, the land was practically all
selected, and mansions were springing
up to take the place of temporary home-
steads established some 10 years ago.
A number of banks had been established,
and there were numerous hotels.

1-TON. J. A. THOMSON supported the
amendment. If the amendment were
passed, it would mean that another
district would he left for the Victoria
District. To hear some of the members
speak, one would tbink they were in
favour of a redistribution of seats on a
population basis, to which idea be was
Opiposed, though his sense of fairness
ought to lead him to approve of redis-
tribution of seats on a population basis,
an d though he knew that in his recent
electo cmpaign it was not popular to

sea agins reitiuinnfsaso
apopulon basis. The settlers in the

Victoria Di strict were not altogether
bound up in agricultural pursuits. They
looked at the iuterests of the State from
a wider and more liberal view, many of
them being interested in the development
of the Murchison goldfield; and they all
realised that the prosperity of that gold-
field meant the prosperity of the Victoria
District. They were not so narrow-
minded as to think that members should
be returned to represent only one par-
ticular district. Mr. Piesse was wrong
in saying that the southern district
would only have two representatives,
because there would be three-the mem-
bers for Beverley, the Williams, and
Albanty.

HON. C2. A. Pissi: Albany was a
town.

Hox. J. A. THOMSON: Albany was
the capital of the district, just as Ger-
aldton was the capital of the Victoria

District. The schedule provided that
there would be four members for the
southern district, and only two for the
Victoria District. Members who dlid not
believe in redistribution of seats on a
1)opulation basis surely could not support
such a proposal. He was not interested
in any way, and he hoped he would never
be so lost to a sense of justice as to allow
his interests to sway him in any way.
He was very pleased to say that the firm
with which Mr. Piesse was connected had
greatly brought about the prosperity
along the Great Southern Railway; but
members should try and weigh the two
districts in the balance.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: For a long
time past he had been wondering whatwe
were discussing. He proposed to devote
some time to the question, and hoped
that he would be given as much latitude
as previous speakers. In seriousness he
thought the amendment had come too
late. There was an understanding based
on very practical grounds that the Rouse
was at liberty, or would assume the
liberty, to interfere as fully or vitally as
it pleased in miatte-s that concerned its
constitution and representation, and that
matters which members of another place
decided to arrange for themselves should
be left entirely as another place bad
arranged them. If we were to proceed to
cast the whole of the Assembly districts,
as well as our own provinces, into the
melting pot, the result would be that
there would be no possibility of the Bill
being passed into law this year, or next
year, or in any year after.

THE OLONIAL SECETARY: The hon.
member should not let members know
that.

HoN. 3. W. HACKETT: There was no
conceivable possibility of a measure of
this kind being accepted if it was sent
down to another House mutilated as Mr.
Drew and others were prepared to do.
if it was intended that these deeper
matters should be gone into, the question
should have been referred by this House
to the select committee which sat on the
Bill. -Could the House now go into the
question of the Assembly's districts with-
out any information except one or two
speeches which would he valuable at
election times but were of no present use
to the House, and without a map to
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delineate the districts referred to, and
without any coherent scheme of repro-
BientattiOU being placed before us to take
the place of the scheme Mir. Drew was
prepared to destroy ? Unless Mr. Drew
was prepared to go that length the House
should not be troubled with the matter.
If the discussiou on the question was to
be taken as a precedent of the breadth
or irrelevancy of speeches we would
be discussing for a fortnight this
part of the schedule alone. He
earnestly hoped the Committee would
accept the schedule as it came to us from
another place, if it was only for a. safe-
guard that the Bill should have a chance
of passing. There was another reason
why he would implore the Committee,
unless some very good cause for wreck-
ing the Bill was shown, not to follow the
lines or path marked out by Mr. Drew.
The hion. mnember dwelt with emphasis
on the withdrawal of representation from
the North, to give it to other districts,
and one sympathised with the hion.
memiber; but the hion. member surely
unintentionally misled the House when
he claimed that a member was taken from
the Victoria district to be given to the
South-East, and excited the wrath of Mr.
Piesse, who did not always. help his cause
by the vehemence which he put into his
speeches. One could assure Mir. Drew
that the number of members in the
South-East district remained as before.
The members taken a way from the North
were given to the goldfields. Not one
of them went into agricultural districts,
and this the hon. member knew perfectly
well. Mr. Drew should not persevere in
his resolution to strike out the Katanning
Electoral District with the avowed
intention of getting another mem-ber for
the Victoria District. In this the third
session of the present Parliament, when
the two Chambers were elected on their
present basis,'the agricultural and pas-
roral members had obtained the best
chance they ever had of allotting the
provinces and districts in she direction of
supporting the agricultural and pastoral
industries. He was quite certain that
should the question be postponed until
another Parliament came in, tbe agricul-
tural and pastoraJ members would not be
able to get what they had been able to
secure from the Assembly during the
present session; and he was absolutely

convinced that from this time forward
these mtembers would have to fight with
weaker forces, and on a narrower foun-
dation. Seeing that this was a question
which should have been raised in another
form, and regard ing th e fact that we were
taki ng u pon o ursel ves to alter the f unda-
mental distribution of districts that alone
concerned another place, and reflecti ng also
that this ischeme now before us repro.
sented the best agricultural and jiastoral
members could ever obtain, it was his
firm belief that the House should give
every assistance to the Colonial Secretary
in passing the schedule as represented to
us by the Legislative Assembly.

HON. B. C. O'BRIEN (Central) sup-
ported the amendment, and hoped he
would not be. "c~used of taking a parochial
or selfish stand in doing so. Four and a
half years ago, on a, rearrangement of
electorates, the northern portion of thie
country between Geraldton. and Cue was
deprived of a meuiber. Now th is district
was to lose two more members. The
popuilation had increased in this part of the
State, thopgli the increase was not very fast.
It wats admitted that in the southern dis-
tricts there was a much greater increase.
Many esiates in and around Gernldtori
would bie very suitable for close settle-
ment, if the Government would take
them over and throw them open. During
the last 4-k years thouse on whose behalf he
was speaking had lost three members.
The South-West Province had better
representation at the expense of the
northern country. The select committee
realised that they could not frame a
Redistribution of Seats Bill on a strictly
population basis, and that being so every
consideration should have been given to
interests. He failed to see why that por-
tion of the country just as important as
the Southern districts should be robbed
of two members. The reason why that
part of the country nas not more pro-
gressive at the present time was that the
Midland Railway, which had been a draw-
back to settlement, had been allowed to
do as it liked in the past and there was
no protest from the Government except
in a very muild manner when pressure wats
brought to bear upon them by members
for the district. He trusted the amend-
ment would get the consideration it
deserved.

(COUNCIL.3 in Committee.
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Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result--

Ayes ... - 10
'Noes ..... . 14

Majority against
AYES.

Hon. 0. Bellingham
Ron. T. F. 0. Brimage
Hon. J. D. Connoly
Hon. J. H. Drew
Eon. 3. 'T. Glowrey
Hon. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. J. A. Thomson
Hon. Sir E. H1. wittoon
Hon. 1B. C. O'Brien

I (TalLer).

4
NOES.

Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hon. A. Dempstet
Hon. Q. E. Dempster
Hoi. J. W. Hackett
Ron. %V. Kingsmill
lien. Rt. Laurie
Hon. W. T. Loton
Hop. C. A. Ple
lion. 0. Randell
Hon. J. B. Richardsona
Hon. Sir George Shenton
Hon. F. M. Stone
Hoe.1 J3. W. Wright
Hon. W. Haley (Tslwe).

Amendment thus negatived.
Geraldton, Greenough, Guildford Elec-

toral Districts -agreed to.
Hauans Electoral District:
HoN. J. D, CONNOLLY moved that

"Hannans " be struck out, and " Brown
Hill " inserted in lieu. When the Bill
was introduced in another place, the name
of the electorate was " Brown Hill," but
was altere-d to - Hanans." He had
received a petition signed by a majority
of inhabitants in that district requesting
that the name he altered back to "LBrown
Hill," it being the central township of the
electorate. Tile spot where Mr. Hannan
first discovered gold was not contained in
that electorate at all.

Amendment put and passed.
HON. J. D. CONNOL~LY moved a

consequential amendment to alter the
boundary accordingly. He said it simply
took a few chains off the south end of
ilannaUS and added them to the north
end of Kalgoorlie; it took a little off the
west end of Kalgo orlie and added it to
Hannanls; so the alteration affected
three electorates. Re had received a
petition fromn the Municipal Council of
Kalgoorlie, asking that the alteration
might be made. The old electorate of
Kalgoorlic consisted of the area within
the municipal boundaries of Kalgoorlie,
but under this redistribution scheme the
Kalgoorlie goldfields, instead of having
three members, were tiow t~o have five.
Theref ore, it was necessary to decrease the
size of the electorates, so the municipality'
of Kalgoorlie was found to be too big for
one electorate, and consequently a certain
part was to he put into the Hannans
and Hannans West electorates. In
marking off these boundaries they made

rather an unfortunate division. The
west end of Kalgoorlie was mostly in-
habited by miners who had to do with
Ran nans, and were more Han-nans
people than Kalgoorlie people. Then
again, the north end of Kalgoorlie was
cut off and put into Hannis. In the
north end of Kalgoorlie nearly all the
business people lived, and through the
principle of one man one vote they would
not have a vote for their business place.
He wished to make an alteration giving
these people a vote for Kalgoorlie instead
of Hannans. Altogether the alterations
proposed, would, he supposed, affect only
from 200 to 300 people.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
would not oppose the amendment. It
did not affect any district outside the
three which had been referred to, and
this was purely a matter for the con-
sideration of another place, whose
opinion he would like to have before
taking any definite stand.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
While he did not intend to oppose the
amendment at this stage, he would be
guided in any subsequent action by the
opinions expressed in another place by the
members for the districts concerned.

Amendment put and passed.
*Hannans West Electoral District:
On motion by Hon. J. 1). CONNOLLY,

the word " West" struck out, also the
description of boundaries amended con-
sequentially.

Irwin and Ivanhoe Electoral Districts
-agreed to.

Kalgoorlie Electoral District:
On motion byv Hon. J. D. OONNOLLY,

the description of boundaries struck out,
and a new description inserted conse-
quentially.

Kanlownua Electoral D)istrict -- agreed
to.

Katanniug Electoral District:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Two

amendments were proposed to this dis-
trict. It was presumed Mr. Drew did
not intend to push his amendment.

lION. J. M. DREW: No.
Tnn COQUONIAL, SECRETARY

moved that the description of the elec-
torate be amended in the form printed in
the Notice Paper. He said this alter-
ation solely concerned the Williams and
Katanning Districts, and wade the
boundaries conform more nearly with
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the divisions created by the local author-
ities, while it rendered the proportion of
the population in the two districts more
nearly equal. Instead of the voting
power being about 1,000 in one ease and
1,400 or 1,500 in another ease, the
representation in the two districts would
be between 1,200 and 1,300 people, and
thus be more equal.

How. W. MALEY: This was a mkatter
that should be dealt with in another
Chamber. [COLONIAL SECRETARY: Un-
doubtedly.] As the amendment, if
carried, would need to be referred to the
Lower Chamber, where an expression of
opinion would be given, he would not
oppose it. He had been requested to
oppose the amendment by a very large
section of people in the district, and there
were good grounds for objecting to
any alteration being made. He under-
stood very excellent grounds were put
forward in the Lower House for the
existing division, but he found him-
self on the horns of a dilemma, as one
portion of his province favoured the Bill
and another portion favoured the amend-
mnent. The two districts, however, would
be satisfied that the members in the
Lower House would have an opportunity
of expressing an opinion. Accordingly
he would not oppose the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Kimberley, Menzies, Mount Leonora,

Mount Magnet, Mount Margaret, Mur-
chison, Murray, Nelson, Northam, Perth,'
East Perth, North Perth, West Perth,
Pilbarra, Roebourne, Subiaco. Sussex,
Swan, Toodyay, and Wellington Electoral
Districts-agreed to.

Williams Electoral District:
On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-

RETARY, the boundary amended conse-
quentially.

Yilgarii and York Electoral Districts-
agreed to.

Schedule as amended agreed to.
New Clause-Seats of members of

Council unaffected by changes of bound-
aries or provinces :

How. J. W. HACKETT moved that
the following be added as Clause S:

Notwithstanding the alteration by this Act
of the boundaries of any province, every
member of the Legislative Council shall, con-
tinue to represent in Parliament the province
of the sme name as the province for wvhich he
was elected, but with the boundaries assigned
to it by this Act.

It would appear by some accident that
this clause, which appeared in the second
Constitution Act, was repealed by the
third Constitution Act of 1900, and it
was obvious that it must be reinserted
either in the Redistribution of Seats Bill
or in the Constitution Bill, since every
single province had been more or less
affected in its boundaries by the altera-

tion posed to be matde.
Qusinpassed, and the clause added

to the Bill.
Preamble, Title-agreed to.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY re-

minded members that amendments to be
moved on recommittal should be put on
the Notice Paper. He desired to make
several amendments on recommittal, and
would place them on the Notice Paper,
aind he hoped other members having
amendments to move would do the same.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

KALGOORLIE ROADS BOARD LICENSE
VALIDATION BILL.

Receivedfrom the Legislative Assembly,
and on motion by the COLONIAL Sncnx-
TART (who explained that he was not in
charge of the Bill) read a first time.

AUDlIT BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS AND

- PROCEDURE.

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY, the farther Message from the
Assembly, stating reason for not making
the amendments requested by the Council,
was referred to the Standing Orders Com-
mittee.

VICTORIA PARK RATES VALIDATIONK
BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT HILL
(PRIVATE).

SALVATION ARMY SETTLEMENT.

Receivedf romtheLegislative Assembly,
and on motion by the HoN. C. SoxmERs
read a first time..

MINING BILL.
SECOND READING.

Debate resumaed. from 18th November.
Sim E. H. WITTENOOM (North): I

have pleasure in rising to support the
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second reading of this Bill, anad I think
that the congratulations of members of
this House are due to the Minister who
has it in charge. We are all1 aware there
have been many difficult questions and
problems in connection with the mining
industry of this State, and I think that
very, great efforts and a great deal of
work have been concentrated. oin tii Bill
to enable the Governmwent to arrive at
the best methods of carrying on the
industry. Of course no Bill, especially
one of such dimensions, and dealing with
such a large subject, could give satisfac-
tion to everybody, and we are aware that
some exceptions-I do not say they are
very important ones-some slight excep-
tions have been taken on thQ goldfields
to some of the provisions of this Bill,
which will no doubt be referred to later
on. But I think, as I have said before,
all will agree at least that the general
tenor of the Bill is most satisfactory, and
one which does credit to the Mines
Department. I propose to review a few
of the clauses, and ink doing so I shall
not trespass very much on the time of
hon. members. One of the first clauses
which commends itself to myself is Clause
12, whereby a reward of £1,000, or not
exceeding £1,000, is off~red for the die-
cov,-ry of payable gold. I think all -wilt
agree with me that this is an excellent
provision, and forms an inducement for
people to prospect the country in an
endeavour to find out fresh deposits.
Then we have Clause 17, which is a most
useful one, having for its object a reduc-
tion in the price of miners' rights. As
we require prospoctors in every direction,
every facility should be given to these
people to take this work in hand, and I
do not think it is a move in the wrong
direction when we tower the price of
miners' rights and wake them available
to all, no matter what their means mnay
be. The next clause J would refer
to is Clause 45, which deals with the
term of goldmining leases, and it is
most encouraging to find that, although
a lease is given for 21 years. at the end
of that period the botder will have a
right of renewal for a simuilar period
under the conditions which may be
existing at that time. We -all know; that
in the case of a mine of any extent and
depth 21 years is not a very long period,
tberefore it would be most unfair, after

perhaps a lessee had gone to a great
deal of trouble to provide all the means
of deep working, that he should have
his lease terminated at the end of 21
years. It is therefore a, wise provision
that he shalt have a, right of renewal. I
think all will agree that Clause 47 is 'a
wise one, because it does away with any
chance of the dual title, which caused so
much disturbance in the past, and would
have been a fruitful source of trouble in
the future. I now come to Clause 86,
which is in connection with the amal-
gamation of leases. I find that some
exception is to be taken to those by
representatives of the goldfields, who 'will
no d.,ubt bring the matter prominently
before this Rouse. We find that the
amalgamation of leases is extended to 96
acres. Whether this is large enough is
a matter for those who represent the
goldfields to say, but it is a very fair
area. The only condition is that all
leases must be- contiguous. At one time
it was possible to give an amalgamation
of leases although the leases might have
been separated by some distance. This
policy has apparently been done away
with. Clause 93 deals with exemption
as a right. This matter has been a long
standing grievanc-e, and I am glad to see
that it has been worked upon or co'nsi-
dered on the basis on which it has been.
Here again I understand some ame-nd-
ments will be proposed, but whether
they will be adopted or not I cannot say.
At all events, the policy in con nection
with this is a right one, and one that
has always commended itself to me,
whereby any lessee who has done
a certain amount of work has an
exemption as of right, and I think we
may congratulate the Government on
bringing in a policy of this kind. Now
I come to a most important part of the
Eill, that being Part VT., dealing with
mining on private land; Clause 115. .1
am one of those who do not believe that
any portion of our territory should be
shut up and not fostered in any way. I
believe in developing any industries or
any resources on the land, and I think
there are some instances in this State
where much greater use might have been
made of those properties than has been
done. At the same time there is a very
serioils principle involved in this portion
of the Bill, and some of its provisions are
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not only dangerous, but in a large
measure unjust, and very important
alterations are contemplated here. Memn-
bers will find that it deals in the first
place ,with the definition of private land.
Clause 115 says, "1Any land which has
been or may he~reafter lie alienated from
the Crown for any estate of freehold."
That clearly makes this retrospective,
and gives power to deal with all lands
that have been held under lease or in any
other way, which have ever been alienated
front the Crown. It goes on to say at
the end of the clause, that in relation to
mining for minerals other than gold,
silver, and precious metals, the term does
not include land alienated before the let
January, 1899. Therefore the first por-
tion of these clauses in this Part VI.
only deals with land that has been
alienated since the 1st January, 1899,
and members will see from these various
clauses that the Bill given people the
power to go on to private land under
certain permits to search for gold,
minerals, or anything else, and that then
the Government may resume this land
and by compensation pay people, or else
give them the right to work for minerals
themselves. That part, as I say, deals
with lands which have been alienated
since the 1st January, 1899. We come to
Clause 154, and find it deals with lands
which liave been alienated previously to
the 1st January, 1899, and really with
all lands that have ever been alienated by
the Crown in any way whatever. This is
cancelling all rights which have been
given to those people under certain con-
ditions, for it authorisee the Government
to take away from them their land and
either work it or force them to work it.
That will be clearly foreign to the condi-
tions; under which the land was taken
up. We will take for instance the
Hampton Plains Syndicate. This land
was sold to them prior to the advent
of Responsible Government, and, if tuv
memory serves me right, at 29. 6d.
per acre with the right to all minerals,
including gold, except that in Ihe case of
gold the company had to pay so much
per ounce for anything found. In acase
like this, having purchased the land,
these people might go to the market in
London or anywhere else and place the
land for sale to a company, inforkiing
them of the conditions under which it

was held by them; a comnpany might be
formed to acquire the land, and shares
might be bought, under the conditions
that the vendors owned the precious
metals and the baser metals as well.
Therefore it will be seen how unjust it
would be now to wake a condition
whereby the Government could step in
and take these -minerals away or take the
land away andl sell it to other people.
Then we come to the Midland Railway
Company's contract. That was a large
contract entered into before Responsible
Government was established. I think
the contraoct was dated February, 1886,
and inl this contract is actually the form
mn which the land was sold. Nothing
wh atever is said in it about the Govern -
ment's retaining the right to the baser
minerals. The Government retained the
right to gold and silver and precious
metals, but not to the others, and Clause
419 of the company's contract distinctly
shows how the Crown grant shall be
worded. On the faith of this grit
allowing them to build the railway and
have all the baser metals British capital
was placed in the company for carrying

Iout the undertaking. Again, when the
company issued debentures special atten-
tion was drawn to the fact that the coma-
pany owned all the precious metals apart
f rom, the haser metals. Therefore when

Ithese debentures were issued those who
found the money would understand that
part of th eir secu rity was in th e me tals or
minerals on the property that were
actually not precious metals. I refer to
metals such as coal, copper, tin and
others which are generally' classed as
baser metals. Again, when the Con-
stitution Act was introduced a special
proviso was put in it to protect all deal-
ings that had taken place prior to the
introduction of Responsible Government,
and that special proviso reads as fol-
Iow-

Nothing in this Act shall affect any conitrat
Ior prevent the fulfilment of any promise or
engagement made before the time at which
this Act takes effect in the colony of Western
Australia on behalf of Her Majesty with
respect to any lands situate in that Colony.

This shows it was clearly intended that,
whatever powers were given to Western
Australia in connection with Responsible
Government, it was never intended they
should everide the rights already granted
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under Crown grants from the Imperial
Government in England. If we want
anything farther to prove that this is
correct it is in the decision given the
other day by the Chief Justice in con-
nection with a, case brought before bim
by the late lamented Sir James Lee
Steere, in which it was proved that the
Government could not take away from
Sir James Lee Steere lands given and
granted to him before the advent of
Responsible Government. Surely if the
Government cannot take away the surface
of the land under such conditions, they
can no more take away the baser metals
that might be a little lower down.
We see therefore how these two com-
panies, and how also any private indi-
viduals who owned land prior to the
establishmentof Responsible Government,
would be affected by such retrospective
legislation as this is proposed to be.
Therefore I propose to move the addition
of a new clause as follows:-

None of the provisions of this part of this
Act shall apply to or affect any contract made
by or on behalf of the Crown prior to the
coming into operation of the Imperial Statute
called "The Western A ustralian, Constitution
Act, 1890," with respect of any lands situated
in the State of Western Australia.

I hope members will support this clause
as a miatter of justice, and regard it as a
matter which should only be carried out
in accordance with the apparent inten-
tions of the Government of the late
Queen of England in connection with
any of these grants. I know nothing
about the Hampton Plains Syndicate,
but I have heard casually th~at it is
intended to exempt it from the Bill. I
hope this is not another effort to endea-
vour to force the position of the Midland
Railway Company. We all know, n
fortunately, that efforts have been made
to endeavour to make this cornpany part
with its property at a price which per-
haps the Government may consider fair,
but which at all events the company do
not. While I quite agree that it would
be very much better if the State owned
the Midland Railway and land, and
while I think that the developments
which would take place on its acquire-
ment would be much quicker than those
which took place on the Great Southern
Railway, I am of opinion that fair means
should be resorted to in order to acquire

the property, and that we should recog-
nise that a contract entered into should
be respected in all its bearings. If the
State wants this undertaking, let it be
purchased in a fair way, and let there be
no attempt to confiscate it. . Let the
ordinary mercantile methods of obtaining
it bp employed, and I feel quite certain
that success will soon follow the efforts
to acquire the property. It has been said
that the Midland Railway Company will
not sell, will not even improve its
property, and will do nothing with it.
It is an absolutely false statement, be-
cause during the time I occupied thet
position of Agent General I had some
eight or ten meetings with representa-
tives of this c0omp)any for the purpose of
negotiating for the purchase of the con-
cession, and only that my efforts were
stopped rather too quickly I am quite
positive I could have purchased it for
£1,250,000, to be paid in our inscribed
stock at its market value. Under these
circumstances I do not think it can be
said that the company was not willing
to sell. In fact at that time it was
anxious to sell. It bad entered into this
speculation at a time when very few
prudent people would have undertaken
it. I confess at that time I wondered
how it would pay them. We all know
that none of the original shareholders
get a penny out of it, and that it has
been a. losing concern f rom the beginning;
and we also know that it would have
gone smash if the Government had not
stepped in and supported it. The
company dlid not go smash, and we got
credit for that in England. I would ask
that the company' should get such fair
play that we can get credit for our
business dealings with it right up to
the end. It is a good thing to get credit
from the people who invest money in this
State. We must not forget that the
undertaking gave us an iron railway and
good carriage over those desert plains at
a time when the ]prospec-ts of this State
were absolutely nil, when there was no
market, when there was no gold, and
when there was no connection with the
other States. If this Bill is carried in
its present state I am of opinion, in
regard to this matter, that it will be
almost like a breach of agreement and
like breaking a contract entered into and
signed by the representatives of Her
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Majesty the late Queen giving the
company certain conditions. There
is an agreement existing. between the
State and the company, and by every
right that agreement should be carried
out to the strictest letter, and the
company should be made to conform to
it in every particular. It is to my know-
ledge the company is desirous of doing so,
and that it is willing to do anything
within the bounds of the contract. All
it asks for is fair play in every other
way. If.this Bill is passed without the
clause]I have suggested, with this condi-
tion existing in the Constitution Act and
with the other conditions made in respect
to ownership of land, I very much
question whether it will be sanctioned by
the Home Government. However, I
hope the House will take a fair and
reasonable view of the clause when I
move it in Committee. I merely refer to
this clause in order to point out how
much injustice might be inflicted on
several people who own land. While I
believe in mining on private property
where it can be properly dealt with, I
believe these cases I have mentioned
should be fairly considered. The other
portions of the Bill seem to meet require-
ments, and although there are a few
amendments which other representatives
of the gold~fields will bring forward, they
are of an unimportant nature, and will
not affect the Bill to any, great extent.
I congratulate the Government in deal-
ing so very ably with such an important
subject, and I have much pleasure in
supporting the second reading.

Host. J. D. CONN'OLLY (North-
East) : I desire to say but very few words
on this important Bill. Like Sir Edward
Wittenoomn I have to heartily congratu-
late the Government on the introduction
of a very able Bill, and I have, also
much pleasure in offering my hearty
congratulations to the piresent Minister
for Mines for the very able manner
mn which he has been administering
this department since he has had charge
of it. I think it is a very fitting
ending for his first term of office to
put through a Bill such as we have
before 'is now. Of course the present
Bill to a great extent is a consolidation
of the present laws with some alter-&.
tions and some additions. On the
whole I think it would be quite safe in

saying it is at very fair compromise. It
is not all we could expect from a mine-
owner's point of view, nor on the other
hand is it all that the Labour Party
might expect from their point of view.
The Govern ment deserve the hearty con-
gratulations of the country in introducing
such a measure. Althoug-h I have nothing
but praise for the Bill, at the same time
there is -one very important point which
Sir Edward Wittenoom has touched
upon, in that the Bill does away to a
certain extent with existing rights. I
am not referring to what Sir Edward

IWittenoomn has said about the Midland
Railway Company; but in another manner
it does away with existing rights; not
so far as I know to any great extent..
Still it is a principle which is involved,
and I think it has always been the
practice that where we have one law in
existence we never take away the rights
under that law by a subsequent Act.
Not many'rights held under the present
Mining Acts are being taken away. They
are not touched to a great extent, but a
principle is involved, and in my opinion
the Government should pause and con-
sider well before they confiscate any
existing rights, because after all we c-an-
not call it an 'ything else but a work of
confiscation, and a work of confiscation is
bad in itself, though it may only go a
very little way. This Bill only goes a
very little way, but it infringes the prin-
ciple. Although this measure is a. very
big one, still I think it might have gone
a little farther and have included more
than it really does. At the present time
we have an Act on our statute book
which for some reason or another is never
enforced. I refer now to the local regis-
tration of companies. Absolutely no
encouragement is given for Jpeople to
invest in mines here. The office and
board of directors are in London. If one
holds shares in a mining company, the
mine may be reconstructed or some very
importanit alteration may take place, the
capital being increased or decreased, and
before one receives the notice that such a
thing is going to happen the meeting
may have already passed or rejected the
amendments. Although in this country,
speaking generally, we have I suppose
the most liberal mining laws of any
country in the world, they are very much
behind other countries in some respects.



Mining Bill: [8 D)ECEMBER, 1903.] Second reading. 2511

We have heard at different times of the
very bad mining laws which they have
in the Transvaal. If I remember aright,
that was the cause of the late war.
But a great many of Kruger's laws
of the Transvaal wvere in advance of
our pres4ent mining laws. In the Trans-
vaail, as well as in some of the
Australian States, people are not oniy
compelled to have a local register, but
to have a board of directors living on
the mine, or if not on the mine in the
country in which the mine is situated.
A member interjects that the capital is
found in London. That may be so, but
it is no excuse for not having a board of
directors here. What is the use of that
London board ? If we have a board of
directors on the spot, we have practical
men who see how'tbings are going on,
and how the mine manager does his duty.
They are not simply working stock ex-
changes, but their management is a
legitimate concern, the same as a manu-
facturing concern managed by a board of
directors. If we had a loca board of
directors, we should haive much more local
capital invested in the mines. As to the
capital being found in London, in a great
number of instan~es, although we see no
colonial shareholders' names, nine-tenthis
of the shareholders are colonial in reality.
We bad an instance in relation to the
Great Fingafl mine, when certain direc-
tors were on the board and worked the
mine in a way they thought fit, but also
in a way which was neither in the best
interests of the country, the shareholders,
or the mine itself. Those shares were
held in London in some brokers' names,
for the simple reason that it will not pay
people to get them out here; but when
the matter was pressed in this particular
instance it was found that nine-tenths of
the shareholders were colonists, this being
proved by the fact that the 'y got rid of
the objectionable directors and elected
directors from Adelaide. I think a Bill
of this kind should contain provisions
whereby the mnine manager should be

Compelled to allow the public or the
shareholders to have access to the mines
at all times. In the past where mining
has been worked secretly without inspec-
tion there have always been some very
objectionable practices carried on, people
knowing or some rich developments
which they had no more right to know

of than any other shareholder. There
can be no reasonable objection offered to
a mine being thrown open to the inspec.
tion of anybody. A mine is not like a
manufacturing concern, for there are no
trade secrets to hide and no trade patents
which they want to prevent people from

copyi ng. in most of the other Australian
StaEs we hear a great cry about the
absentee land owner. The absentee land
owner regarding this State is like the
absentee mine owner, and if the Govern-
ment would only take this in hand and do
something to cowpel mines to have a
local board of directors and a local
register, it would give more encourage-
ment to people to invest their money in
the mines here. At the present time
we are producing some two millions of
dividends each year, and how much of
that money remains in the State? I do
not suppose that 10 per cent of it does.
I maintain that the greater proportion of
that money can be kept here, if the right
legislation is enacted, but at the present
time there is absolutely no encouragement
for people to invest in the mines here, and
if there had been alocal board of directors
there would not have been ball the
scandals we have beard of in the past
occasioned by some of the London boards
and which have done such very serious
damage to our mines here. I just mention
these few facts in expressing my opinion
regarding what should be done to help
the mining industry and to retain the
money in this State. I have much pleasure
in supporting the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
Te House adjourned at 9-27 o'clock,

until the next day.


